Writing an Artist’s Statement 


1. Describe your work as if you were describing it to a person in another room.

The artwork I created is a four sided lightbox, however I will be focusing on one side to describe. This specific side is a scene from the narrative I created about the importance of family and when I realized what it meant to be the oldest sibling. The artwork is a scene from a forest filled with barren trees that flow in and out of the composition in a way that makes it feel very overwhelming and strange. The trees scatter from the back layer and slowly become less prevalent coming forward. In the foreground are two alien like forms, the elder embracing the younger in a protective and loving hug as if shielding it from the unknown forest. 
2. What is the artistic statement that you are trying to make with your work?

The statement I am trying to make with my work is that no matter the circumstance, the environment, etc., your family is who you will lean on. I specifically made this narrative about my role as the oldest sibling of seven and how I feel a responsibility to protect and love my brothers and sisters. I wanted to show that responsibility in a vulnerable way because I often feel vulnerable though I appear strong for my siblings.  

3. How did you use design elements, materials, and composition to make this statement to the audience?

This piece for me was all about creating a strange environment that also feels familiar at the same time. To do that I wanted to create a forest scene, something most people have seen, but give the impression of the unknown by using compositional elements that make it feel overwhelming and crowded. To do this I created many branches going off each tree in a creepy and finger like way and overlapped them so you can’t really tell right away where the branches are coming from. In order to make it look even stranger, I used a lamp to light the box and set the lamp right against the artwork to give the illusion of a strange looking sunrise. I also wanted the figures to look alien-like to add to the sense of unknown so I made them more elven and elongated their limbs, while also making them bald. I think that this gives the viewer a reason to empathize with these strange creatures as they do not seem to belong here.
4. How does your statement connect to the unit’s big ideas?

The unit focuses on creating personal narratives that tell a story about a time in your life that you realized something important or learned a lesson. My piece connects to this idea because I told a story about the importance of family and loyalty to your family. I also told it from the point of view of an older sister who feels the need and responsibility to be accountable for her younger siblings. This was a more personal connection that I brought to a story/lesson that is probably common among people with strong family connections.
5. What were your influences when making the work? 

My influences while making this work were of course Hari and Deepti. I really loved the shallow yet large depth of space they created in their work and I wanted to try and do the same because the juxtaposition between those two elements was really interesting to me. Another influence was the style of fairy tale books all together. They use both realistic rendering and surreal images and that tells a compelling story to me that makes me feel empathetic towards the characters which is why I wanted to use that in my narrative. 
6. How does your work reflect the work of the artists we studied?

As I explained above, I was very much influenced by the artists we studied, particularly Hari and Deepti’s composition, spacial elements, as well as their elongated figures. I also was influenced by the realistic yet story book rendering that Laurel Long used in her books which is what I tried to concentrate on for the trees in the background as well as the figures in the front. Though my ideas were completely my own and I incorporated my own style, I really looked back and forth through the artists when I found myself getting stuck or uninspired and they guided me through my work.
